
City of Decorah 
Planning and Zoning Commission 

May 12, 2014 – 7:00pm 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Members present included: Brian Cook, Stan Moellers, Jarrad Walter and Donna Rae 
Ibanez and. Others present included City Manager Chad Bird and City Attorney Rick 
Zahasky. 
Absent: Benji Nichols, Barbara Massman and Lynne Sootheran. 

 
Approval of the April 14, 2014 meeting minutes 

Motion by Walter and seconded by Ibanez to approve the minutes from the April 14, 
2014 meeting. 
Roll call vote: Unanimous, motion passed. 

 
Discussion and possible action on site plan re: O’Reilly Auto Parts - Lot 4, 
Wal-Mart Addition 

Bird introduced this item and reviewed the site plan requirements with the Commission. 
He noted that all pertinent issues appear to have been addressed and resolved. He 
outlined the requirements for parking, lighting and signage and noted that all had been 
addressed in the application. Bird also directed the Commission to review notes and 
comments submitted by City Engineer Lindsay Erdman. 
 
Walter questioned traffic control and semi-traffic access. Bird noted that traffic control had 
been discussed and reviewed with the applicant and city engineer. 

 
Cook moved and Ibanez seconded a motion to recommen d approval of the site 
plan application for O’Reilly as presented. 
Roll call vote: Unanimous, motion passed. 

 
Consider a request for rezoning of property from R-3 to C-1; 1116 Paine Street 

Bird asked the Commission to consider a re-zoning request for this address. He provided 
history on the property noting that the owner / applicant, Larry Hauber, purchased the 
parcel from the City circa 2009. Mr. Hauber’s intention is to expand his commercial 
business located along Paine Street and to do so would require re-zoning of this newly 
acquired parcel. 
 
Bird and Zahasky noted the procedures for re-zoning requirement the Commission setting 
a public hearing. 
 
Ibanez asked if the surrounding property owners would receive notice. Bird noted they 
would. 
 
Moeller moved and Walter seconded a motion to set M onday, June 9, 2014 at 
7:15pm as the time and place for a public hearing o n the matter of re-zoning a 
parcel at 1116 Paine Street. 
Roll call vote: Unanimous, motion passed. 
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Discussion and possible action on zoning petition referred from City Council 

Bird asked the Commission to formally consider action on the petition referred to them 
from the City Council. There was brief conversation about looking at the full zoning code 
in reference to the Comprehensive Plan as an alternative to considering a new zoning 
district overlay. 
 
Mr. Zahasky discussed one option the Commission had been discussing in moratoriums 
and provided advice. 

 
Moeller moved and Cook seconded a motion to deny ac tion on the petition as 
presented and in regards to creation of an R-6 resi dential zoning district overlay. 
Roll call vote: Unanimous, motion passed. 
 

Discussion and possible action on zoning code amendments 
 The Commission reviewed zoning code amendments options and discussed working 
with Upper Explorerland Regional Planning Commission on producing a comprehensive review of 
codes. The Commission discussed a few priorities to consider when looking at a review / 
amendment of the zoning code, including: 
 

• Bring the codes into line with the new (2012) Comprehensive Plan 
• Address signage and specifically electronic signs in a systematic and comprehensive 

manner 
• Address rezoning requests and issues throughout 
• Address any prevalent variance issues that routinely occur 
• Consider special exceptions and conditions 

 
Other business 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:48pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Chad A. Bird 
City Manager 
Zoning Administrator 


