
March 4, 2013 
 
The regular meeting of the Decorah City Council was called to order by Mayor Don Arendt at 7:30 p.m. 
 
The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Members present:  John Franzen, Julie Fischer, Paul Wanless, Randy Schissel, Gary Rustad, Carolyn 
Corbin and Rachel Vagts 
 
Motion by Schissel, second by Fischer, to approve the agenda as presented.  Roll call vote.  All voting 
aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Fischer, second by Wanless, to approve items on the consent agenda as follows: 
 

a. Minutes of the February 18, 2013 meeting 
b. Claims 
c. Renewal Class B Beer permit for Winneshiek Co. Ag Assn. including outdoor service area and Sunday Sales 
d. Renewal Class C Liquor license for The Hay Market  including Sunday Sales  
e. Renewal Class E Liquor license, Class B Wine and Class C Beer permits for JR’s on the Rocks, including 

Sunday Sales 
f. Renewal Class C Liquor license for Don Jose Mexican Restaurant, including Sunday Sales 
g. Renewal Class C Liquor License for Roscoes including Sunday Sales 
h. Resolution 2554 setting public hearing for Claiborne St. Improvement Project (April 1, 7:45 p.m.) Bids due 

March 29 at 11:00am; bids open at 11:30am. 
 

Roll call vote.  All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
This being the time and place for a public hearing on the FY14 budget the hearing was opened.  No 
public comment.  City Manager Bird reported the levy will remain at $12.54 – the same level as the past 
few years.  The hearing was closed. 
 
Motion by Wanless, second by Schissel to approve Resolution 2553 approving the FY’14 budget.  Roll 
call vote.  All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rustad, second by Vagts, to approve the 2013 Farmer’s Market Agreement.  Roll call vote.  All 
voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Schissel, second by Franzen, to approve an agreement with the County E911 Board for use of 
tower space.  Roll call vote.  All voting aye.  Motion carried 
 
Motion by Wanless, second by Fischer, to accept a Safety Enhancement Grant from the Iowa DOT for 
airport obstruction removal.  This is a 70/30 grant with the city cost being approximate $1,500.  Said grant 
is for the removal of trees on private property near the airport.  Roll call vote.  All voting aye.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Councilperson Rustad requested consideration to close Water Street May 11, for the Water Street Music 
Series, be referred to the Street Committee for discussion and recommendation.   Meeting set for March 
18, 6:30 p.m. 
 
Ordinance 1152 amending Title 5 – Business Licenses and Regulations of the Code of Ordinances for the 
City of Decorah by repealing Chapter 5.20 Massage Establishments and Massage Technicians, was 
introduced and read for the second time.  Motion by Vagts, second by Fischer to approve the 2nd reading.  
Roll call vote.  All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Street Commissioner Dave Tollefson gave a brief report on the Transportation Day Event held at the state 
capital to discuss Road Use Tax. 
 
Meeting adjourned on motion. 
 
 

 
Wanda Hemesath, MMC 
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