
July 1, 2013 
 
The regular meeting of the Decorah City Council was called to order by Mayor Don Arendt at 7:30 p.m. 
 
The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Members present:  Jody Niess, Paul Wanless, Carolyn Corbin, Randy Schissel, Gary Rustad, and Rachel 
Vagts. 
 
Randy Uhl, Winneshiek Co. Development, updated the Council on discussions regarding affordable 
housing in Decorah and reviewed numerous potential options for expanding housing needs. 
 
Motion by Schissel, second by Rustad to approve the agenda as presented.  Roll call vote.  All voting 
aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rustad, second by Schissel, to approve items on the consent agenda as follows: 

a. Minutes of the June 17, 2013 meeting 
b. Claims 
c. Renewal Class C Liquor License for LaRana 
d. Renewal Class C Beer Permit for Casey’s General Store including Sunday Sales 
e. Request from DACC to close Water St. for Ridiculous Days, Sat. July 20, 6 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
f. Final PPE #5 - 2012 Decorah Alley Imp $2,239.76 
g. Final Change Order #2 - 2012 Decorah Alley Improvements (-$827.04) 
h.  PPE #1 – Claiborne/State Street Improvement Project   $115,394.67 

Roll call vote.  All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Wanless, second by Rustad, to approve Resolution 2566 accepting the 2012 Decorah Alley 
Improvement Project-Division II, totaling $29,251.46 and approving the final assessment schedule with a 
5% interest rate and a 10 year schedule for regular lots-15 year for corner lots.  Roll call vote.  All voting 
aye.  Motion carried.   
 
Motion by Corbin, second by Vagts, to approve an agreement with Design Alliance for planning and 
design of a community center totaling $14,500.  It was noted the Park and Recreation Board voted 
unanimously to pay this from Memorial Funds.  Roll call vote.  All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rustad, second by Vagts, to approve purchase of equipment for traffic signals for the Short 
Street Improvement Project totaling $25,019.  Roll call vote.  All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rustad, second by Vagts, to approve purchase of 3 steel poles with LED lights, not to exceed 
$20,000 for the Claiborne and State Street Project.  Roll call vote.  All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Arendt announced John Franzen, 1st Ward Councilmember has resigned his position.  Motion by 
Vagts, second by Rustad, to approve filling this vacancy by council appointment at the July 15 meeting.  
Letters of interest will be accepted in the City Clerks Office until 5:00 pm, July 15.  Roll call vote.  All 
voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned on motion. 
 

 
Wanda Hemesath, MMC 
City Clerk, Tr. 


