
January 7, 2013 
 
The regular meeting of the Decorah City Council was called to order by Mayor Don Arendt at 7:30 p.m. 
 
The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Members present:  John Franzen, Julie Fischer, Paul Wanless, Randy Schissel, Gary Rustad, Rachel 
Vagts, Carolyn Corbin 
 
Mayor Arendt called for approval of the agenda.  Councilperson Fischer requested item 12 “Consideration 
of a Utility Billing Policy” be removed from the agenda. 
 
Motion by Fischer, second by Wanless, to approve the agenda with the noted item being removed.  Roll 
call vote.  Voting aye:  Fischer, Wanless, Franzen, Corbin, Vagts, Rustad, Schissel. Motion carried. 
 
Ralph Savoy, representing Kaleidoscope Childcare Facility, West Union, requested a letter of support 
from the City of a grant application for this facility.  It is a 501C3 facility serving 88 children from 54 
families.  They are currently serving one family from Decorah and have served others in the past.  Total 
project cost 1.5 million.  To date $400,000 has been raised from Fayette County citizens and businesses.  
There is no obligation from Decorah other than a letter of support for the grant application. 
 
Motion by Fischer, second by Corbin to authorize the Mayor to sign the letter of support.  Roll call vote.  
All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Craig Perry and Dale Crowe, Draft Energy, LLC, gave a short presentation on wind turbines and 
alternative energy options.  They would like the City to participate in a pilot project utilizing mobile, wind 
turbine units. 
 
Motion by Franzen, second by Fischer, to approve items on the consent agenda as follows: 
 

a. Minutes of the December 17, 2012 meeting 
b. Claims 
c. Renewal Class B Liquor License for Hotel Winneshiek including Sunday Sales 
d. Renewal Class C Liquor License for Corner Bar including Sunday Sales 
e. PPE#9, TRT Seg 8/9 - $6,693.60 
f. Change Order #1, 2012 Alley Improvements - $2,675.17 
g. PPE #3, Retainage – 2012 Alley Improvements - $4,230.46 
h. Resolution 2548 – Accept as complete 2012 Alley Improvements, Division I 

 
Roll call vote. All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rustad, second by Franzen, to approve the Mayor re-appointment of Dan Bellrichard, Mark 
Faldet and Mike Weis and the appointment of Robert Fischer to the Decorah Tree Board for three year 
terms ending 12/31/15.  Roll call vote.  All voting aye.  Motion carried 
 
Motion by Wanless, second by Schissel, to approve the Mayor re-appointments to the Human Rights 
Commission of Carol Birkland and Wayne Tuder for three year terms ending 2/1/16 and appointing Jarrod 
Walter to a vacant position which term ends 2/1/14.  Roll call vote.  All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Ordinance 1148 establishing a Low and Moderate Income Housing Commission was introduced and read 
for the second time.  Motion by Wanless, second by Fischer, to approve the second reading.  Roll call 
vote.  All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Ordinance 1149 amending Chapter 5.08 by specifying requirements for submittal of renewal applications 
for beer and/or liquor licenses was introduced and read for the first time.  Motion by Franzen, second by 
Fischer, to approve the first reading.   Roll call vote.  All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Ordinance 1150 amending Municipal Code Chapter 5.28 by re-specifying abatement of non-compliance 
requirements for rental housing permits was introduced and read for the first time.  Motion by Vagts, 
second by Fischer, to approve the first reading.  Roll call vote.  All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Ordinance 1151 amending Chapters 17.08, 17.88, 17.92 and 17.100 by redefining billboards and re-
specifying certain sign regulations as principal permitted and accessory uses within C-1 Highway 
Commercial, C-2 General Retail and Service Retail and Service Commercial and C-4 Shopping Center 
Commercial Zoning Districts was introduced and read for the first time.  Motion by Schissel, second by 
Rustad, to approve the first reading and to approve Resolution 2549 setting Feb. 4, 7:45 p.m. as the date 
and time for a public hearing on same.  Roll call vote.  All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
 Discussion was held on the proposed Council Policy and Procedures manual.   
 
Councilperson Wanless expressed concerns about a 3 minute limit for public speaking in several 
sections.    He would further like language clarifying action items be added.   
 
Councilperson Fischer requested expanding the Pledge of Allegiance to include other pledges.  She 
suggested the following: 



“I pledge allegiance to the earth and all the life which it supports, one planet, in our care, irreplaceable, 
with sustenance and respect for all.” 

 
Councilperson Vagts would like the Pledge of Allegiance to be removed from the policy saying it feels 
more like public prayer.  She acknowledged reciting of the pledge should be at the discretion of the Mayor 
but has concerns with it being in the policy as it implies it has to be done. 
 
Mayor Arendt responded saying the Pledge should be said before every public meeting.  After further 
discussion it was determined to leave the language as stated. 
 
Revisions will be made clarifying an action item and removing language referring to the 3 minute limit on 
comments. 
 
Motion by Rustad, second by Wanless, to adopt Resolution 2546 approving the final plat and special 
assessments for the 2009 Park St. Sidewalk Improvement Project.  Roll call vote.  All voting aye.  Motion 
carried.   
 
Motion by Rustad, second by Wanless, to amend the aforementioned motion to reflect setting the interest 
rate at 5% for the special assessments with a 10 year assessment schedule - 15 for corner lots.  Roll call 
vote.  All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rustad, second by Schissel to adopt Resolution 2547 approving the final plat and special 
assessments for the 2011 Sidewalk Improvement Project and setting the interest rate at 5% with a 10 
year assessment schedule – 15 for corner lots.  Roll call vote.  All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Councilperson Vagts reported representatives from the Personnel Committee and the Park and 
Recreation Board had met to review the job description for the Director position.  They made several 
revisions to the job description and are recommending the position be advertised at the salary level of 
Steps 1 – 5 for said position. 
 
Councilperson Schissel conveyed concerns about rushing to fill the position.  He felt vision for the 
department should come from the Board not the Director.  He feels current employees are very capable 
of continuing to run their respective areas and it’s unnecessary to have additional staff to supervise them 
and go to meetings.  Doesn’t believe we need a glorified meeting person who doesn’t do any day to day 
work and that we need to take a good hard look at this.  Significant resources could be saved as current 
staff is capable of doing these things. 
 
Vagts responded saying the majority of those attending the meeting felt there was a lot more work to be 
done in that department and they wanted more of a “hands on” person.  She feels Schissel’s comments 
are a minority opinion.     
 
No formal action taken. 
 
Meeting adjourned on motion. 
 

 
Wanda Hemesath, MMC, ICMC, ICAO 
City Clerk, Tr. 
 


