
January 22, 2013 
 
The regular meeting of the Decorah City Council was called to order by Mayor Don Arendt at 7:30 p.m. 
 
The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Members present:  John Franzen, Julie Fischer, Paul Wanless, Randy Schissel, Gary Rustad and 
Carolyn Corbin.  Absent:  Rachel Vagts 
 
Mayor Arendt announced item 7, Discussion and possible action on posting and hiring a Parks and 
Recreation Director, will be removed from the agenda unless Councilperson Vagts joins the meeting.   
 
Motion by Wanless, second by Rustad, to approve the agenda with the noted item being removed.  Roll 
call vote.  Voting aye:  Fischer, Wanless, Franzen, Corbin, Rustad, Schissel. Motion carried. 
 
Ken Amdahl, 700 Rural Ave., voiced concerns about the method used to notify property owners of 
violations pertaining to property maintenance and nuisance compliance.  He requested the initial contact 
be made by certified mail rather than regular postal service.   
 
City Clerk, Tr. Hemesath explained the steps taken to notify Mr. Amdahl of concerns with his property.  
Mayor Arendt thanked him for his comments.  No action taken. 
 
Motion by Schissel, second by Franzen, to approve items on the consent agenda as follows: 
 

a. Minutes of the January 7, 2012 meeting 
b. Claims 
c. Renewal Class  E Liquor License for Fareway including Class B Wine and Class C Beer 

privileges 
d. Accept FY12 audit report 

 
Roll call vote. All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rustad, second by Fischer, to approve an agreement with Erdman Engineering for the 2013 
Claiborne Street Project.  Roll call vote.  All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Fischer, second by Wanless, to approve the proposed Council Policy and Procedures Manual.  
Roll call vote.  All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Ordinance 1148 establishing a Low and Moderate Income Housing Commission was introduced and read 
for the third time.  Motion by Wanless, second by Fischer, to approve the third and final reading placing 
ordinance on its’ final adoption.  Roll call vote.  All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Ordinance 1149 amending Chapter 5.08 by specifying requirements for submittal of renewal applications 
for beer and/or liquor licenses was introduced and read for the second time.  Motion by Fischer, second 
by Franzen, to approve the second reading.   Roll call vote.  All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Ordinance 1150 amending Municipal Code Chapter 5.28 by re-specifying abatement of non-compliance 
requirements for rental housing permits was introduced and read for the second time.  Motion by 
Franzen, second by Fischer, to approve the second reading.  Roll call vote.  All voting aye.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Ordinance 1151 amending Chapters 17.08, 17.88, 17.92 and 17.100 by redefining billboards and re-
specifying certain sign regulations as principal permitted and accessory uses within C-1 Highway 
Commercial, C-2 General Retail and Service Retail and Service Commercial and C-4 Shopping Center 
Commercial Zoning Districts was introduced and read for the second time.  Motion by Fischer, second by 
Corbin, to approve the second reading.  Roll call vote.  All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned on motion. 
 

 
Wanda Hemesath, MMC, ICMC, ICAO 
City Clerk, Tr. 
 


