CITY OF DECORAH
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Minutes of February 10, 2015

Chair John Moeller called the meeting to order at 5:30p.m. and called roll. Present: Janelle
Pavlovec, Sue Sander, Jon Christy and Steve Johnson.

Also in attendance: Zoning Administrator Chad Bird and City Attorney Rick Zahasky
Moeller asked for consideration of the minutes of the January 5, 2015 meeting.

Pavlovec moved and Christy seconded approval of the minutes with corrections to
references to Moeller as being present, he was absent for January’s meeting.
Roll call vote: Unanimously approved.

The first item on the agenda was a request from Larry and Marsha McCabe for 109 North
Miller Street requesting permission to construct a single family residence contrary to R-3
Zoning requirements.

Mrs. McCabe explained that they are proposing to construct their residence on this narrow
lot. They are applying for a variance from the R-3 setback requirements for side-yards. She
noted the requirement is 10 feet and they are proposing for 9 feet on the south side and 5
feet on the north side of the lot.

Moeller outlined the rules of meeting conduct and said that the Board had a chance to
review the information. Moeller asked for public comments. During the public comments,
the following spoke:

Norma Wangsness, 603 West Water Street spoke regarding past promises between land
owners that may not have been kept by the McCabes. Moeller noted that this issue had no
bearing on the application or decision of the board.

Linda Wangsness, 606 West Water Street, stopped in City Hall on Monday, February 9,
2015 to voice similar opposition to the application and Bird relayed this information to the
board.

Norma Wangshess also carried a similar message to the board on behalf of Eleanore Rud,
604 West Water Street.

Kris Lynch, 614 West Water Street, commented that the board tends to be too lenient with
variances and also complained that the A&J Petersburg building was granted a variance
and is too close to her property.

There were no other comments.

Moeller closed the public comment portion of the meeting. There was general discussion
regarding the project.
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Generally, the Board spoke in favor of the project. Christy spoke in favor of the project and
noted that it seemed reasonable given the narrow lot. Johnson noted he thought the lot
had been subdivide many years ago creating the existing narrow conditions. Pavlovec
asked the McCabes about the house plan as presented and if that if the final version, they
confirmed that it is.

Christy moved and Johnson seconded a motion to approve the variance for side-
yard setback variances for aresidential structure in R-3 residential for Marsha and
Larry McCabe as applied.

Roll call vote: Unanimously approved. Application is approved.

The second item on the agenda was a request from Tim Lynch for 301 Upper Broadway
requesting permission to construct an attached garage structure contrary to R-2 Zoning
requirements.

Mr. Lynch noted that his application requests a side / rear-yard variance for a proposed
garage addition to the residence at this address.

There was some discussion about the current construction in the area and Mr. Lynch noted
there were no objections from the neighbors.

He noted that he had asked for a zero lot line variance as the size of the proposed garage
addition is as of yet, undetermined.

Moeller opened the public portion of the meeting; there was no one present to speak for or
against the application.

Moeller closed the public comment portion of the meeting. There was general discussion
regarding the project. Moeller noted that the board has been fairly clear about zero lot lines
and noted that they typically do not lend themselves to maintenance and proper planning.
Moeller asked if a 3 or 4 foot set-back would work with the proposed plan.

Mr. Lynch noted that a 3 foot set-back would work fine as the proposed garage
construction was to add only one stall on an existing single stall garage.

Johnson moved and Sander seconded a motion to approve the variance for a side-
yard setback to 3 feet for a garage addition.
Roll call vote: Unanimously approved. Application is approved.

Joint discussion with the Planning & Zoning Commission

Members of the Planning & Zoning Commission were in attendance at the meeting to
jointly discuss proposed changes to the zoning code.
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Benji Nichols, Jarrad Walter and Stan Moeller were present to engage in the conversation.
Nichols open the discussion by providing a background on the Commission’s work to
amend the zoning code and noted that the Commission had focused mainly on the sign
code language but had also revised some of the code section’s definitions and added
language regarding fences throughout all the zoning sections.

There was general discussion about signs in general and downtown electronic signs.
Nichols noted to the board that the commission did not want to see electronic / billboard
type signs in the downtown area.

Bird noted that he and City Attorney Zahasky needed to work out the schedule for adoption
of the zoning code as amended.

Other Business
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:30pm.

Respectfully submitted,
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