
February 4, 2013 
 
The regular meeting of the Decorah City Council was called to order by Mayor Don Arendt at 7:30 p.m. 
 
The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Arendt read from a prepared statement responding to statements made at a previous meeting 
regarding the Pledge of Allegiance.  It reads as follows: 
 
“I would like to take this opportunity to respond to statement made by some council members regarding 
the Pledge of Allegiance at the January 7th council meeting. 
 
I was shocked and saddened by the comments made at the end of the meeting.  During my nine years on 
the Council and seven as mayor, I never expected the reaction I received.  The statements about the 
pledge greatly disturbed me.    
 
Since that Monday evening there hasn’t been a day when someone hasn’t supported me on my position.  
I got numerous calls, emails, and personal visits from men and women supporting my position.  I even got 
a lengthy call from a Waterloo resident who is considering moving to Decorah and now has expressed 
reservations if the Pledge discussion represented the Decorah community.  I assured him it didn’t 
represent the overall feeling of the Council and our Decorah residents.  We do not live in a miscrocosm.  
What we say and do affects our whole community. 
 
I strongly support the “under God” addition to the pledge added by President Eisenhower in 1954.  I 
listened to Pres. Obamas’ inaugural speech and here quoted are some phrases he made.  ‘Freedom is a 
gift of God’.  He referred to the flag in another sentence ‘Pledge to the Flag above and fill us with pride’.  
He completed his address with ‘God Bless’. 
 
Growing up during WW2 and having several uncles that served during that war brings special meaning to 
me and our flag.  As an Army veteran and having three brothers that served in the Army during the 
Vietnam War (one a medic on the battle lines) I believe in the symbolism of the flag. 
 
I encourage all council members to check the internet to see what the Pledge of Allegiance means.  I 
hope the next time we say the pledge we can say it with pride and we can reflect on the words and use 
them to better serve our country and community.” 
 
Members present:  John Franzen, Julie Fischer, Paul Wanless, Randy Schissel, Gary Rustad, Carolyn 
Corbin and  Rachel Vagts 
 
Motion by Schissel, second by Wanless, to approve the agenda as presented.  Roll call vote.  Voting aye:  
Fischer, Wanless, Franzen, Corbin, Rustad, Schissel. Motion carried. 
 
Mary Lewis, 307 Pershing Ave. and Sharon Rossman, 1316 Bluegrass Drive, spoke regarding the 
recruitment of a new Park and Recreation Director.  Both conveyed concerns regarding stewardship of 
our parks and believe we need a Director with a long term goal for achieving this and experience with 
directing volunteers.  They spoke about the need and importance of controlling invasive species within 
our parks to preserve our natural resources. 
 
Motion by Rustad, second by Franzen, to approve items on the consent agenda as follows: 
 

a. Minutes of the January 22, 2012 meeting 
b. Claims 
c. Renewal Class  B Native Beer/Wine License for Bed and Breakfast on Broadway including Sunday Sales 
d. Renewal Class C Liquor License for The Oak’s including Sunday Sales 
e. Resolution 2550 adopting 2013 code supplement. 
f. Resolution 2551 setting the public hearing for the proposed FY14 budget (March 4, 2013, 7:45 pm) 
g. Resolution 2552 approving the final plat, special ass’t and setting the interest rate for the 2012 Alley Imp Project 
h. Change Order #2 2012 Short St. Project - $17,402.01 
i. PPE #8 Short St. Imp Project - $23,383.08 
j. PPE #9 Short St. Imp Project - $69,554.68 – releasing ½ retainage amount 
k. Renewal Class B Beer license for Winneshiek Co. Fair including outdoor service area and Sunday sales 

 
Roll call vote. All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Vagts, second by Rustad, to post a recruitment ad using the recently revised job description 
and proposed salary range. 
 
Coucilperson Vagts stated her belief that the job description does encompass the concerns voiced by 
Lewis and Rossman.   
 
Lewis stated concerns that the mindset is volunteers will continue their endeavor to keep the parks free 
from invasive species such as garlic mustard.  She feels the department needs to take more of an active 
role by not depending totally on volunteers. 
 
Councilperson Corbin expressed her desire to include land stewardship and bio-diversity language in the 
job description. 
 



Following considerable discussion there was general consensus to revise the recruitment ad to reflect 
stated concerns. 
 
Mayor Arendt called for the vote.  Voting aye:  Vagts, Rustad, Franzen, Fischer, Wanless, Corbin.  Voting 
nay:  Schissel.  Motion carried. 
 
This being the time and place for a public hearing on Ordinance 1151 amending Chapters 17.08, 17.88, 
17.92 and 17.100 by redefining billboards and re-specifying certain sign regulations as principal permitted 
and accessory uses within C-1 Highway Commercial, C-2 General Retail and Service Retail and Service 
Commercial and C-4 Shopping Center Commercial Zoning Districts the hearing was opened.  No public 
comment made or received.  The hearing was closed.   
 
Ordinance 1151 amending Chapters 17.08, 17.88, 17.92 and 17.100 by redefining billboards and re-
specifying certain sign regulations as principal permitted and accessory uses within C-1 Highway 
Commercial, C-2 General Retail and Service Retail and Service Commercial and C-4 Shopping Center 
Commercial Zoning Districts was introduced and read for the third time.  Motion by Schissel, second by 
Rustad, to approve the third reading placing the ordinance on its’ final adoption.  Roll call vote.  All voting 
aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Ordinance 1149 amending Chapter 5.08 by specifying requirements for submittal of renewal applications 
for beer and/or liquor licenses was introduced and read for the third time.  Motion by Franzen, second by 
Fischer, to approve the third reading placing the ordinance on its’ final adoption.   Roll call vote.  All voting 
aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Ordinance 1150 amending Municipal Code Chapter 5.28 by re-specifying abatement of non-compliance 
requirements for rental housing permits was introduced and read for the third time.  Motion by Fischer, 
second by Vagts, to approve the third reading placing the ordinance on its’ final adoption.  Roll call vote.  
All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Councilperson Schissel, Chairman Public Safety Committee, reviewed proposed landscaping changes 
and improvements to the front of the municipal building.  Proposed changes include:  Removal of the 
fountain, stabilize the foundation of city hall, additional parking, removal of by-pass street and placement 
of other memorial options. 
 
Following discussion motion was made by Schissel, second by Wanless to authorize removal of the 
memorial fountain and landscaping as needed.  Roll call vote.  All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
City Clerk, Tr. Hemesath reviewed the monthly finance report. 
 
Councilperson Fischer expressed her apologies regarding her comments on the Pledge of Allegiance 
saying she didn’t intend to hurt anyone’s feelings.  She is not opposed to saying the pledge and stated 
her support of our country.  She further stated her passion for commitment to the earth and wanted to 
express her allegiance to it as well. 
 
Councilperson Vagts echoed Fischer’s comments and further stated her appreciation for the ability to 
enjoy free and open discussion of matters. 
 
Meeting adjourned on motion. 
 

 
Wanda Hemesath, MMC, ICMC, ICAO 
City Clerk, Tr. 
 


