
April 1, 2013 
 
The regular meeting of the Decorah City Council was called to order by Mayor Don Arendt at 7:30 p.m. 
 
The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Members present:  John Franzen, Julie Fischer, Paul Wanless, Randy Schissel, Gary Rustad, Carolyn 
Corbin and Rachel Vagts 
 
Motion by Schissel, second by Franzen, to approve the agenda as presented.  Roll call vote.  All voting 
aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Arendt announced his intent to sign a Statement of Principles regarding illegal guns.  He read the 
Statement, proposed by “Mayors Against Illegal Guns” which was submitted by Councilperson Fischer for 
his consideration.  The document will be on file in the City Clerk’s Office and is made part of these 
minutes by reference.  
 
Motion by Franzen, second by Fischer, to approve items on the consent agenda as follows: with the 
following correction: 
 

a. Minutes of the March 18, 2013 meeting with the following correction:  The vote regarding the LMI 
allocation to the Winneshiek Energy District should reflect Wanless and Schissel voting nay – not 
Rustad and Schissel. 

b. Claims 
c. Renewal Class C Liquor License for Elks including Sunday Sales and Outdoor Service Area  
d. PPE #11, Seg 10 TRT - $38,954.64 
e. Change Order #5, Seg 10, TRT – $195 
f. Change Order #6, Seg 10, TRT - $34,025.36 

 
Roll call vote.  All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Vagts, second by Rustad, to approve the amended policy regarding Use of City Vehicles.  The 
amended policy removes the exemption for the campground and swim pool personnel to take city 
vehicles home.  Roll call vote.  All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Vagts, second by Corbin, to approve a request for a classification change for the position of 
Administrative Recreation Assistant.  Position will go from pay grade 5 to pay grade 6 based on the 
review and recommendation of the City Manager and City Clerk, Tr. Roll call vote.  All voting aye.  Motion 
carried. 
 
This being the time and date for a public hearing to take comments on the proposed plans/specifications, 
form of contract and consideration of bids for the Claiborne Street Improvement Project the hearing was 
opened. 
 
No public comment.  The hearing was closed. 
 
One bid received from Skyline Construction 

Division 1 - $303,846.84 City Cost 
Division 2 - $38,142.45 Decorah Community School 

Total Project Cost - $341,989.29 
 

Motion by Rustad, second by Vagts, to approve Resolution 2555 approving the plans/specifications, form 
of contract and accepting the bid of $341,989.29 submitted by Skyline Construction.  Roll call vote.  All 
voting aye.  Motion carried. 

 
Motion by Franzen, second by Fischer to approve the proposed City Council Goals and Action Plan.  
Councilperson Wanless stated his agreement that this is an accurate reflection of the meetings held but 
further feels it is only relevant thru the end of the year as it is a document specific to this council.  Roll call 
vote.  All voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 
Meeting adjourned on motion. 
 

 
Wanda Hemesath, MMC 
City Clerk, Tr. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


